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made to keep them for ever "hewers of wood and drawers of
water", i.e.. In a state of indenture or In one very much resem-
bling itj there would have been no franchise agitation. I would
go further, I have no hesitation in saying that even now there
Is no political agitation In the real sense of the term. But an
attempt is, most unfortunately, being made by the Press to father,
as It were,, such an agitation upon the, Indians. Leave them to
follow their legitimate pursuits, do not attempt to degrade them,
treat them with ordinary kindness and there would be no franchise
question, simply because they would not even take the trouble to
have their names on the Voters' Roll.
But it has been said, and that too by responsible persons,
that a few Indians want political power and that these few are
Mahomedan agitators and that the Hindus should learn from
past experience that the Mahomedan rule will be ruinous for them.
The first statement Is without foundation and the last statement is
most unfortunate and painful. To gain political power is entirely
impossible, if gaining political power means entrance Into the
Legislative Assembly. Such a statement presupposes the presence
in the Colony of very wealthy Indians having a competent know-
ledge of the English language. Now, there are very few wealthy,
as distinguished from well-to-do, Indians in the Colony -and there
is perhaps none capable of discharging the duties of a legislator,
not because there is none capable of understanding politics, but
because there is none possessing such a knowledge of the English
language as would be expected of a legislator.
The second statement is an attempt to set the Hindus against
the Mahomedans In the Colony. How any responsible man in
the Colony can wish for such a calamity is very wonderful. Such
attempts have been attended by the most grievous results in India
and have even threatened the permanence of British rule. To
make them in this Colony where the two sects are living most
amicably is, I venture to say, most mischievous.
It Is a healthy sign that it is now recognized that to debar
all Indians from the franchise would be a grievous injustice.
Some think that the so-called Arabs should be allowed the fran-
chise, some think there should be a selection made among them,
and some think that the indentured Indians should never be able
to get the franchise. The latest suggestion comes from Stanger,
and is most humorous. If that suggestion were to be followed,
those alone who could prove that they were voters in India would
be entitled to it in Natal. Why such a rule for the poor Indians
alone? I do not think they would object to such an arrangement